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Every now and again, I come across an article that one of my colleagues has written that is so on point

that I want to share it. Following is an article written by Rev. Cindy Marino, the Sr. Pastor of Grace UMC,

Naperville. Now granted, my trusty canine sidekick, Shadow, is a major player in the drama to follow. But

the real point is the theological message of Divine Disruption in our lives. 

 

 “The Shadow Knows ...
 

It’s no secret that I love my dogs.  Pastors are told they need to have ‘hobbies.’ 

So, I consider my dogs to be my ‘hobby.’  That gets me off the hook with my

former District Superintendent. (It also is helpful to say District Superintendent

as I occasionally dog sit for his newly acquired ‘rescue,’ Shadow.)

 

This morning, as I worked on my laptop in the family room, Sophie, aged 12 1/2

was curled up beside me on the sofa, nicely tucked in on top of a velvety soft

throw, comfortable and content.  

 

Earlier that morning, Shadow had wrestled a bit with the same throw, leaving

part of it on the sofa and part draped over onto the floor. Annie, my little

rescue, now 2 1/2, had labored long and hard to churn the available corner of

the throw on the floor into a cozy nest there next to the sofa. She also was

comfortable and content.

 

Enter Shadow. Without warning she grabbed the edge of the throw nearest

Annie and pulled with all her muscular might. You can imagine the result.

Annie and Sophie both went flying, their naps disrupted, their neatly nested

beds now sprawled across the floor. They looked at Shadow with hair

disheveled and faces expressing annoyance, as only dogs can. And then

playtime ensued. 

 

We all need a disrupter in our lives. It’s just too easy to be comfortable and

content and to miss the challenge and the joy. The greatest disrupter ever was

Jesus. He pulled the blanket out from under those who had nested themselves

into a comfortable life of exclusion. He spread the blanket of compassion

across the world reaching the forgotten and lonely, tugging at the hearts of

those with more than their share. 

 

This Lent let us allow the love of God in the gift of Jesus Christ, through the real

presence of Christ in the Holy Spirit, to disrupt our comfort and expand our

sphere of care. Let us allow the changes we experience to take us deeper into

all God asks of us. Let us watch for the joy that ensues when we participate in

the mission before us, however disheveled we might feel. May playful and

loving relationships be yours, Happy Easter! Pastor Cindy, Sophie, Annie and

yes, Shadow.” May this Lent be a time in your life that draws you closer to the

One who called you his own, the One who lived, died, and rose from the grave

to give you and I eternal life!

 

Pastor Dick



How do we walk with Christ—daily follow him,

grow in him, and faithfully serve him? In this

study we will focus on five essential spiritual

practices that are rooted in Jesus’ own walk

with God and taught throughout the New

Testament. We’ll explore each practice, its New

Testament foundation, and what it looks like to

pursue this practice daily in our personal life

and together in the life of the church. Class

begins on Sunday, March 1st at 9:50-10:45 in

room 206; or join us on Mondays beginning

March 2nd from 11:30-1. Come and enrich your

faith this Lenten season! Contact Rev. Sherry

Steele — sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com with

questions.

The Walk: Five Essential
Practices Adult Class

Need a little encouragement to pick up a great

book? Plan to join the women’s book group as

they read Etaf Rum’s "A Woman is No Man". It’s

a story of culture and honor, secrets and

betrayals, love and violence. We’ll discuss the

book on Thursday, March 19th at 7pm in the

conference room. Hope you can join us!

Contact Pastor Sherry with questions.

Women's Book Group

Join the circle of women as we pause during the

Lenten season to remember that we are God’s

beloved, to practice seeing ourselves and others

as beloved. During this day we will sing, eat,

laugh, pray, listen, create, share our stories and

rest in God’s loving presence. Suggested donation

is $20, due by March 8th. We want you to come,

so pay whatever works in your budget. All

materials, lunch, and a morning snack are

included. Childcare will be available upon

request by March 8th. Register by contacting

Becky Potter at 815-351-1759 or on church

Sundays March 1st and March 8th. Retreat is
limited to 40 participants. Make checks payable

to Grace United Methodist Church.

 1 DAY Women's retreat 
MARCH  1 4 ,  2020  |  9AM  TO  3 :30PM  |  PUMC  



Experience the Bible as it was intended to be

shared–as story told by heart in community! On

March 15 at 3 p.m. Grace UMC, Joliet will host

tellers from Prairie Wind Guild: Tellers of Sacred

Stories in a presentation of Acts of the
Apostles, an abridgement that will share the

highlights of the narrow escapes, intrigue and

excitement of the new church’s Spirit-directed

growth from Jerusalem all the way to Rome in

two hours. The tellers, including Becky Potter,

are passionate about bringing Scripture to life

through the ancient-future art of biblical

storytelling. Admission is free; an offering will

be received for the work of the guild.

The Acts of the Apostles

Our prayer shawl group is meeting the second Monday of the

month for March, April, and May. All are welcome! Grab your

knitting needles, crochet hooks and join us!

Prayer Shawl Group

Bring your friends and neighbors!At a time of year when outdoor farmers markets are closed for the

season, this market will offer attendees the opportunity to purchase items such as meat, eggs,

honey, salsa, jam, bread, pastries, tea, seasonally-available produce, and more.The markets provide

an additional source of income for local vendors during the off-season, promote sustainable

farming methods and economic justice for regional farm families, encourage healthy, wholesome

eating, and support the building of relationships between producers and consumers. Enjoy a wide

range of seasonal, sustainably-produced goods and support your local farmers and vendors!

SATURDAY  MARCH  7 ,  2020  10AM -2PM  |  FELLOWSHIP  HALL



Calling all kindergarteners through 5th graders!

Come join us as we serve. Each month a new project

is chosen. We learn, then we get involved in hands-

on missions. We will meet Wednesdays, March 4th

and March 18th from 6:30-7:30. It’s a blast! Contact

Pastor Sherry at sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com
with questions.

Your Child Has A Mission

REGISTRATION 
OPENS MAY 1 

PUMC youth do this as a fundraiser for our

Annual Mission Trip. We need Parents and

Youth to prepare dishes for our meal that

morning, as well as Youth to help set up and

clean up. Our menu includes breakfast

casseroles, along with breakfast breads,

muffins, fruit, donuts, milk, coffee, and juice.

We ask you to bring casseroles in disposable

pans. Crock pots are welcome as well. Families

are welcome to bring items such as pancakes,

eggs, or breakfast meats, as long as they are

pre-cooked. We will not be cooking anything

on site. We will have people at the church early

that day to put food in the warmers as needed.

To participate or if you have any questions

please contact Youth Director Roger Beitzel at

roger.beitzel@plainfield umc.com, or 

Youth Coordinator MickeySue Traver at

mickeysue.t@hotmail.com.

Annual Easter Breakfast
APRIL  1 2 ,  2020  |  9 :45AM
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Do you want to meet/get to know more people

at PUMC? Do you avoid “coffee hour” in

between worship services because you don’t

know anyone and/or have no one to sit with? If

you answered “yes” to these questions, then

“Coffee Connections” is just for you. During

coffee hour (about 9:45am) we will have a table

(or two) designated for “Coffee Connections”

where you can come, have someone to sit with

(including one or both of the pastors), and

meet some new folks, We will “extend the hand

of Christian fellowship” to you and answer any

questions.

Coffee Connections

The Chancel Choir and Worship Band of Plainfield

United Methodist Church are excited to share

their Lenten Cantata with you. The Cross (where

God’s grace meets our need), created by Kimberly

R. Messer from arrangements by Camp Kirkland,

Tom Fettke, Dennis Allen, and Marty Parks, is a

blend of solos, choral anthems, and narration. 

The cantata features solos and duets by Kim

Stephens, Dan Valkema, Megan Marconi, Sherry

Steele, and Larry Stephens.  It all combines to

examine the most powerful symbol of our

Christian faith-The Cross. We hope you will 

join us for this thought-provoking celebration 

of The Cross.

2020 Cantata
MARCH  22 ,  2020  |  8 :30AM  AND  1 1AM

MARCH  22 ,  2020  |  9 :45AM

MARCH 8, 2020



 

8:30am
03/01 Harrison Family
03/08 Armstrong Family
03/15 Judie Sharar
03/22 Harriett Nelson
03/29 Schick Family 

 

11:00am
03/01 
03/08 Bev Daniels
03/15 Vidad Family
03/22 Wilson Family 
03/29 Carrozza Family

March 

Each week on Wednesday, the men's lenten

breakfast will be meeting through April 8.

They meet at Southern Belles Restaurant,

Lockport St., Plainfield, in the private dining

room, for breakfast and a brief devotional. 

 

All men are welcome!

Men's Lenten Breakfast
MARCH  4 ,  2020  |  7 :30AM

Martha Wassenaar will be celebrating 90 years

on March 14th. Her family is hosting coffee 

 hour on March 15th and later that day will host         

an open house at the church from 2-4pm in

JBFH. Everyone is invited to both celebrations

for food, fun, family, and  friends! The gift of

your presence is present enough. Please join us!

Marth Wassenaar
MARCH  1 5 ,  2020  |  9 :45AM



MARCH
03-01-2020
8:30am Worship

9:45am Sunday School

11:00am Worship/ Sr. High Retreat 

12:30am Fun Men's Group (Off-Site)

 

03-02-2020
11:30am Lunch Bunch (C/L)

6:30pm Staff Parish (C/L)

 

03-03-2020
9:30am Historical (201)

6:30pm Travel Team (C/L)

 

03-04-2020
7:30am Men's Lenten Breakfast (Off-Site)

11:30am Covenant Bible Study (C/L)

6:00pm Children's Choir (Choir Room) 

6:30pm MEM Group (PFH)

6:30pm WHAM! (202)

6:30pm Worship Band (Sanctuary)

7:00pm Chancel Choir (Choir Room)

 

03-07-2020
9:00am Winter's Farmers Market (PFH)

 

03-08-2020
8:30am Worship

9:45am Sunday School/ Confirmation

11:00am Worship

6:30pm Youth Group

 

03-09-2020
9:30am Prayer Shawl Knitting Group (PFH)

11:30am Lunch Bunch (C/L)

 

03-10-2020
7:00pm Membership & Outreach (C/L)

 

03-11-2020

7:30am Men's Lenten Breakfast (Off-Site)
11:30am Covenant Bible Study (C/L)

5:00pm Bellissimo Practice (Sanctuary Balcony)

6:30pm Worship Band (Sanctuary)

7:00pm Chancel Choir (Choir Room)

 

 

03-12-2020

7:00pm Trustee Meeting (C/L)

 

03-14-2020

9:00am Women's Retreat (JBFH)

 
 

03-15-2020

8:30am Worship

9:45am Sunday School/ Confirmation

11:00am Worship

11:00am God & Family Recognition 

1:00pm Martha Wassenaar Birthday Party (JBFH)

6:30pm Mission Trip Meeting (PFH) 

 

03-16-2020
11:30am Lunch Bunch (C/L)

6:30pm Education (C/L)

 

03-17-2020

6:30pm YMAP (206, 207)

7:00pm Finance Meeting (C/L)

 

03-18-2020
8:15am Men's Lenten Breakfast (Off-Site)

11:30am Covenant Bible Study (C/L)

5:00pm Bellissiomo Practice (Sanctuary Balcony)

6:00pm Children's Choir (Choir Room)

6:30pm MEM Group (PFH)

6:30pm WHAM! (202)

6:30pm Worship Band (Sanctuary)

7:00pm Chancel Choir (Choir Room)

 

03-19-2020
7:00pm Women's Book Group (C/L)

 

03-20-2020
11:30 Widows Group (Off-Site)

 

03-21-2020

10:00am Relay for Life (JBFH)

 

03-22-2020
8:30am Worship/Cantata

9:45am Sunday School/ Coffee Connections

11:00am Worship/Cantata

6:30pm Youth Group (206, 207)

 

03-23-2019

11:30am Lunch Bunch (C/L)

6:30pm Ad Council (205)

 

03-26-2020

6:00pm Restaurant Samplers (Off-Site)

 

03-29-2020
8:30am Worship

11:30am Trinity Food Pantry (Off-Site)

9:45am Sunday School/Confirmation

11:00am Worship

 

03-30-2020
11:30am Lunch Bunch (C/L)



Plainfield UMC Staff
Cheryl Henbest

Director of Administrative Ministries

pumc@plainfieldumc.com

Karen Koziol, Bookkeeper

accounting@plainfieldumc.com

Beth Best, Chancel Choir Director

525beth@gmail.com

Karyn Holstead, Children’s Choir

kholstead@hotmail.com

Megan Marconi, Worship Band Director 
and Bellissimo Handbell Choir Director 

mamarconi1029@gmail.com

Kathy Hermansen, Organist 

kathleenhermansen@comcast.net

Katherine Martinez,

Communications Coordinator

kathy.martinez@plainfieldumc.com

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Dick Wisdom, Senior Pastor

Dick.Wisdom@Plainfieldumc.com

Rev. Sherry Steele, Minister of Faith Formation

sherry.steele@Plainfieldumc.com

Roger Beitzel, Youth Director

Roger.Beitzel@Plainfieldumc.com

Worship Services
8:30am Worship

9:45am Sunday School (all ages)

9:45am Confirmation

11:00am Worship

Plainfield United Methodist Church

15114 S, Illinois Street

PLainfield, IL 60544


