
SEPTEMBER
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8:30 Worship with Chancel Choir
9:45 Sunday School for Children, Youth, and Adults
11:00 Worship with the Worship Band

PUMC will be kicking off a new ministry season on September 12th and we are excited to welcome everyone back to the
basecamp! 
Beginning on Sunday, Sept 12th, our worship schedule will be 

In order to care for one another and continue to meet safely, we will be following CDC guidelines and best practices and
requiring everyone to wear a mask inside the building, regardless of vaccination status. Please stay home if you are
experiencing any Covid-19 symptoms or if you have been exposed to someone who has tested positive. 
Good news! You can continue to join in worship online on Facebook at both 8:30am and 11am. 
 
There is so much happening this fall! This newsletter only scratches the surface. Be sure to check out our Fall Program
Booklet, coming soon, via our E-news, website, and church app! To be added to our mailing list, email
pumc@plainfieldumc.com.

IT'S TIME TO GATHER AGAIN!

We are so excited to embark on this new fall season with you here at PUMC! Our congregation has been faithful through
much uncertainty. Our ministries never stopped, only shifted, as we moved online in order to keep everyone healthy. While
there are still risks, we feel that with everyone’s faithful efforts, we can largely mitigate those risks and gather again in
person. We will continue to adapt as needed so our faith community can grow in faith and love, and serve in the name of
Jesus to transform the world. Whether you join us online, on Zoom, or in our building, know that YOU are a part of the
exciting things God is doing in and through our ministry base camp!

PASTOR DICK AND PASTOR SHERRY

A NOTE FROM YOUR PASTORS

Members of Plainfield United Methodist Church are asked to attend
our Church Conference on Monday, Sept 20 at 7pm. We will be
voting on important financial matters. More information will be
forthcoming, but please save the date and time and plan to attend.
Thank you!



PUMC WELCOMES REV. FRITZ BARTELS

We are so honored to welcome Rev. Fritz Bartels to our PUMC
pastoral staff! Rev. Fritz Bartels is a retired ordained elder in the
Northern Illinois Conference. He started seminary after working
30 years at Caterpillar, his last position being that of a Machine
Designer. Fritz graduated from Garrett-Evangelical Theological
Seminary with a Master of Divinity Degree (M.Div.). Before his
retirement, he served at Green Garden UMC, Polo Emmanuel
UMC, East Jordan UMC, Crete UMC, and Grace Joliet. Fritz has
been married to his wife Judy for 43 years, and they have two
grown sons, Ben and Matt. They also have an adorable grandson
named Jack. Fritz loves to camp with Judy, to ride his Fuji road
bike, to take photographs, and his reading interests include
theology, fiction, poetry, and sometimes he even reads
directions, but not always. He’s also very interested in birding
and is the current Will County Audubon president.

In order to plan for our upcoming Sunday School

year, we are asking all families to please register

their children for this fall’s classes. Please use the

registration link in your email or on our website and

fill out this form so we know that you will be

participating. There is a box to check if you would

prefer to only participate online if it is provided.

Sunday School will resume in-person beginning on

Sunday, Sept. 12th at 9:45am. We are excited to

gather together again as we learn the stories and

practices of our faith tradition and apply them to our

daily lives! It’s time to get growing! Register today at

plainfieldumc.com.

TIME FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL

In order to make this Sunday School year a success,

we are looking for people who will serve as teachers

and helpers across the age spectrum. This fall, we

will be holding in-person Sunday School again in our

church building beginning Sept 12th. We’ll be

returning to our previous schedule (8:30 worship,

9:45 Sunday School, and 11:00 worship). In order to

keep our kids and staff safe, the church will be

following the updated CDC guidelines, including

masks for everyone indoors and best hygiene

practices. Keeping people healthy will allow us to

sustain in-person gathering! PUMC will provide

helpful curriculum, great classroom space (freshly

painted!), and all the support you need through

collaborative teams (most people volunteer for two

Sundays/month). This year will be a fresh start –

focusing on renewed creativity and appreciation for

community gathering. We simply can’t do it without

you! Prayerfully consider this call and let Pastor

Sherry know if you are willing to be a member of a

team by emailing sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL

VOLUNTEERS

mailto:sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com


Confirmation Classes 

for 8th Grade
Plainfield UMC will once again offer Confirmation
Classes for students who will be in the 8th grade
this coming school year. 

We are excited to share that we will be back to in-
person learning in the building again this Fall!
Confirmation will kick off on Sunday, Sept. 12, at
9:45 a.m. with an orientation for students and their
parents in Room 106. We will also be on Zoom –
both for this meeting and for class – for those who
are unable to be at church. 

Please note, we will require parents, students, and
teachers to wear masks – while in the building –
for this meeting and throughout the year to protect
the most vulnerable students among us. Families
need to sign up before Sept. 12 by contacting
Youth Director Roger Beitzel at
roger.beitzel@plainfieldumc.com or 630.338.2692.
They can also sign up by calling the church office
at 815.436.9651.

If you have any questions in the meantime, please
feel free to reach out to  Roger Beitzel.

Script Gift Cards
PUMC’s Youth Ministry will re-launch our Scrip program

on Sept. 12! What’s Scrip you ask? It’s a fund-raising

program that helps financially support our Youth

Ministry. Scrip is based on gift cards for many popular

restaurants, grocery stores, and gas stations, among

other places. Youth Ministry buys them at a discounted

rate, and you buy them at full retail. For example, Youth

Ministry might buy a Jewel gift card with a face value of

$25 for $20. Then, you buy it from Youth Ministries for

$25 and they keep that $5 to help fund our youth

program. It’s a win-win! You get gift cards for all your

favorite places and Youth Ministries gets a small

percentage of that purchase price to fund our activities.

Be sure to stop by the Scrip table in Friendship Hall on

Sept. 12 to check out the selection of gift cards. 

Serve your hungry

neighbors 
PUMC is scheduled to serve at the
Ridgewood Pantry in Joliet on Wednesday,
September 22nd. You can put your faith into
action. Can you help? Contact Pastor Sherry
at sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com.

women's book group

September Book — Where the Forest Meets
the Stars by Glendy Vanderah
October Book — The Last Bookshop in
London by Madeline Martin
November Book — Water From My Heart by
Charles Martin
December Book — The Pull of the Moon by
Elizabeth Berg

Women of all ages are invited to be a part of
PUMC’s Women’s book group. We read a wide
variety of books, many suggested by the
participants. If you love reading, great
discussions, and having fun, then come join us
any month you are available! 

Contact Pastor Sherry to be added to the email list
(sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com). Hope you can
join us!

Youth Group Kick off
Youth Group will start meeting regularly again this

Fall! Our first meeting will be from 6:30-8 on

Sunday, Sept. 12. We’ll meet two Sunday evenings

a month at church, plus various outings as

announced. Watch for more details in the next few

weeks.
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(833) 803-9310 

Volunteer Pianist
PUMC’s new Women’s Ensemble is looking for a
volunteer pianist to accompany us at our rehearsals
every 2nd and 4th Tuesday at 6 pm and at
occasional Sunday morning services.
If you are interested, please contact Megan Marconi
at mamarconi1029@gmail.com.
Let’s make music together!

PUMC Bellissimo Handbell

Choir 
PUMC’s Bellissimo Handbell Choir will soon be
ringing its praises again! If you have some
music/handbell experience and would like to join in
on the fun, we’d love to have you!

Bellissimo rehearses every Wednesday at 5 pm and
shares the music we make together twice a month
at the 8:30 am or 11 am services. Our first
rehearsal will be Wednesday, September 15.

*Please note that this ensemble will not conflict with
Women’s Ensemble or Chancel Choir rehearsals or
performance dates, so you can participate in any or ALL! *

If you are in middle school or older and would like
to join Bellissimo, please fill out this form:
https://forms.gle/xqtPyDRPYWfz6PFM7

Contact director Megan Marconi at
mamarconi1029@gmail.com with any questions
- Registration ends September 10 -

“We should know and celebrate God with our
whole person.”
- Craig S. Keener

PUMC Women’s Ensemble 
PUMC is starting a women’s ensemble and we are
looking for ladies to join this new worship group!
Rehearsals will be on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of
every month at 6 pm. Our first rehearsal will be
Tuesday, September 14. We will share the beautiful
music we make together at the 8:30 am or 11 am
services once a month! If you would like to register
for Women’s Ensemble, please complete this form:
https://forms.gle/k7UUSZizaU4wYNae9. If you
have any questions, please contact director Megan
Marconi at mamarconi1029@gmail.com. 

*Please note that this ensemble will not conflict with
Bellissimo Handbell Choir or Chancel Choir rehearsals or
performance dates, so you can participate in any or ALL! *

- Registration ends September 10 –

“The gift of language combined with the gift of
song was given to man that he should proclaim
the Word of God through music.”
- Martin Luther

Chancel Choir Starts

September 1!
We are so blessed and grateful to start choir again
at PUMC! Our first Sunday in the loft is September
12 for the 8:30 service. Our rehearsals are on most
Wednesday nights, 7:00-8:15 pm. in the choir room
(behind the sanctuary). 

Due to the ever-changing health concerns, we will
need to mask to sing after all, at least for now. The
church has purchased singer's masks and filters. We
hope this is a short-term situation--once there is a
vaccine available for all ages, maybe you can see
our shining faces again.

If you've always wanted to sing in the choir, or sang
years ago and miss it, or just think we look like a fun
bunch to get to know (we are!), come join us! If you
have questions, please email Beth Best at
525beth@gmail.com.

TAKE PUMC WITH YOU
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August's Prayer List 

Charlotte Baker - upcoming hip replacement surgery - God bless

Melanie Dale's father, recovering from surgery 

Jeff (Carolyn) Dement's sister, Kay

The Fassiotto Family upon the loss of Shirley Fassiotto

Caryn Feris' husband, Tim- hip surgery; sister, Gayle; husband, Tim's daughter, Kristin

Jennifer (David) Garcia's mother-in-law, Isabel

Helen Hill

Carole Holloway's neighbor, Steve

Ron & Margie Lee

Holli Long’s friend’s daughter as she recovers and heals from a pediatric heart transplant

Leon Mowrer

Bill Niedoborski upon the loss of Misty Martin

Ruth Stockdale's brother-in-law Frank, heart surgery

Debbie Thompson's husband, Ed Thompson

Georgia Whitley

Nancy Ziech - good friend Bob, going through cancer treatment; cousin, Jill

ADULT CLASS ON THE

LETTER OF JAMES
Join us for a three-week look at the Letter of
James. The author was the brother of Jesus and
the focus of this early letter is on “living faith.” And
yet, Martin Luther called it an “epistle of straw!”
Take a deeper dive into the scripture as we hear it
preached in the month of September. No book or
additional reading is required. The class will meet
in person on Sunday mornings, 9:50am to 10:45am,
beginning September 12 and on Mondays during
lunch, 11:30am-1:00pm, beginning September 13.
Questions? Contact Pastor Sherry at
sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com

Prayer Shawl
The Prayer Shawl and Prayer Square knitters have
been busy throughout the pandemic, stocking the
church shelves with comforting blankets and pocket
squares. If you discovered the needle arts during these
last 18 months and would like to socialize while
knitting, crocheting, or stitching, come join us! If you
have no idea which end of a knitting needle to use,
come join us--we're all at varying levels of experience,
but we can teach you what you need to know. We
generally meet on the second Tuesday of each month
at 9:30 am in the Parks Friendship Hall, and finish
around 11:00 or 11:30. Our September gathering is
Tuesday, Sept. 13 at 9:30 am. If you have questions,
you can contact Debbie Obrecht at
debbieobrecht@comcast.net, or Beth Best at
525beth@gmail.com.

If you are only available in the evenings but would like
to join a knitting group, please email Beth Best. If we
have enough interest, we can revive the evening knit
circle!
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SEPTEMBER  
9-01-2021

6:30 pm Summer of Service Debrief (Zoom)

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

9-02-2021

6:30 pm Return Team (Zoom)

9-05-2021

10:00 am Worship

9-06-2021

LABOR DAY OFFICE CLOSED

9-07-2021

6:30 pm Sunday School Staff Orientation (Zoom)

9-08-2021

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

9-09-2021

7:00 pm Trustee Meeting

9-12-2021

8:30 am In-Person Worship

9:45 am Confirmation

9:45 am Sunday School

11:00 am In-Person Worship with Band

6:30 pm Youth Group

9-13-2021

9:30 am Prayer Shawl Knitting

11:30 am Lunch Bunch

9-14-2021

6:00 pm Women's Ensemble

6:30 pm Mr. Don's Rock Group

6:30 pm YMAP

7:00 pm Membership Outreach

9-15-2021

8:15 am Men's Group Breakfast Southern Belles

5:00 pm Bellissimo Handbell Choir

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal

9-16-2021

7:00 pm Women's Book Group

9-17-2021

12:00 pm Widows Group

 

9-19-2021

8:30 am In-Person Worship

9:45 am Confirmation

9:45 am Sunday School

11:00 am In-Person Worship with Band

9-20-2021

11:30 am Lunch Bunch

6:00 pm Staff Parish

7:00 pm Church Conference

9-22-2021

11:30 am Trinity Food Pantry

5:00 am Bellissimo Handbell Choir

7:00 pm Chancel Choir 

9-23-2021

6:30 pm Education

9-26-2021

8:30 am In-Person Worship

9:45 am Confirmation

9:45 am Sunday School

11:00 am In-Person Worship with Band

9-27-2021

11:30 am Lunch Bunch

9-28-2021

6:00 pm Women's Ensemble

9-29-2021

5:00 pm Bellissimo Handbell Choir

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal



Plainfield UMC Staff
Roger Beitzel, Youth Director
roger.beitzel@plainfieldumc.com

Cheryl Henbest
Director of Administrative Ministries
pumc@plainfieldumc.com

Karen Koziol, Bookkeeper
accounting@plainfieldumc.com

Beth Best, Chancel Choir Director
525beth@gmail.com

Karyn Holstead, Children’s Choir
kholstead@hotmail.com

Megan Marconi, Worship Band Director 
and Bellissimo Handbell Choir Director 
mamarconi1029@gmail.com

Kathy Hermansen, Organist 
kathleenhermansen@comcast.net

Katherine Martinez,
Communications Coordinator
kathy.martinez@plainfieldumc.com

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Dick Wisdom, Senior Pastor
dick.wisdom@plainfieldumc.com

Rev. Sherry Steele, Minister of Faith Formation
sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com

Rev. Fritz Bartels
pastorfritz@comcast.net

Worship Services
8:30 Worship with Chancel Choir

9:45 Sunday School for Children, Youth, and Adults

11:00 Worship with the Worship Band

Plainfield United Methodist Church

15114 S. Illinois Street

Plainfield, IL 60544
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