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Stunningly, it is August 22nd as I write this. The usual cliché jumps into my head, “Where did the time go?!” Yet, I realize in a 
moment that the swift passing of the summer this year was not a result of time moving more quickly, rather, a result of an 
intensely busy period of time in the life of this church. Which is a good thing!

Since Confirmation Sunday, May 19th, we’ve had our mission trip, Vacation Bible School, gone 3 rounds of bidding to purchase 
the former Chase Bank building and separate parking lot, outlined and communicated a plan to the congregation to purchase 
the properties, entertained an opportunity to purchase a house and property on land contiguous to that which we were already 
attempting to buy, conducted a Church Conference vote which, was the most lopsided positive vote I’ve ever seen or heard of,  
resounding in a “yes” to purchase it all while selling our Indian Boundary parsonage, and making our “new house” on S. Illinois 
Street become the parsonage. Oh, and let’s not forget the Really, Really, Free, Free, Market, Market!

So, I can’t really say the summer “flew” by. Perhaps it is a little like trying to take a drink from a fire hose (I’ve never actually tried 
that). Enveloped in all that production were sacred moments with each other who faced illness or death of their loved ones, or 
their own surgeries or medical crisis’s, as well as baptisms, Holy Communion, and worship together. That doesn’t even account 
for all the time spent at events in the community or with family.

This really has been a sacred summer. One of the things I love about Plainfield UMC is that people here just step up to serve 
when needed, sometimes asked, many times just showing up to help in many different ways. That is something to be really 
proud of, especially in a cultural time where so many are self-absorbed! PUMC folks are always looking out for others as well as 
each other!

So, as I move now into my second year of being among you, I want you to know that I love you and I love being here in this 
place, serving among you and beside you! I can’t wait to see what God has in store for us next!

Pastor Dick

Words of Wisdom



Minute to Win it Night
September 8, 6:30 pm
PUMC Youth Group will kick off with a Minute to Win It Night! 
Oreos, Golf Balls, and Ping Pong Balls will be among the 
items featured in the goofy races we have planned. It will be 
a great chance to re-connect with old friends and make some 
new ones! Join us for snacks, games, and lots of fun! Regular 
Youth Group meetings are from 6:30-8:00 p.m. on alternating 
Sunday evenings. A complete Youth Ministries Calendar to be 
available at the meeting.

Youth Parent Meeting
Join Youth Director Roger Beitzel for a brief meeting at 6:30 
p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 8. We’ll meet in the sanctuary to share 
an overview of Youth Ministry at PUMC, review policies, and 
fill out registration forms. Please bring the youth’s insurance 
card to be copied – just in case it is needed for an emergency.  
Finally, a free gift will be shared with all parents who attend!

National Youth 
Workers Convention, 
Amazing Training
Have you ever wanted to volunteer with youth, but you 
weren’t sure where to begin? Have you ever wished you had 
more skills the help you lead youth at Youth Group or in 
Sunday School? Then we have a perfect opportunity for you!
PUMC Youth Ministries has purchased four tickets for the 
National Youth Workers Convention coming up Nov. 21-24 in 
Tampa, FL. The NYWC is a gathering of people from all around 
the country (and the world!) who work with and care about 
teenagers. 
It’s an opportunity for you to get equipped, be inspired and 
encouraged, do some bonding and team building, and have 
fun! Youth Director Roger Beitzel and Youth Coordinator 
MickeySue Traver would love to have you accompany them 
to dig deeper into Youth Ministry and help make our Youth 
Ministry even stronger. 
Here’s the link to more information: 
https://nywc.youthspecialties.com/
Conference registration, airfare, and lodging will be paid for 
by the church. Get in touch with Roger or MickeySue by Oct. 1 
if you would like to go!

Youth



Confirmation Classes
Plainfield UMC will once again offer Confirmation 
Classes for students who will be in the 8th grade 
this coming school year. Confirmation is a process 
through which we examine and re-examine our faith 
and our life together as Christians and future leaders 
of the church. 

Confirmation at PUMC has four goals: 
Goal #1: Salvation 
Assure students of God’s unconditional love offered 
through Jesus Christ and help them believe in their 
hearts that they are a beloved child of God. 

Goal #2 Commitment
Guide youth toward making their commitment to 
become a disciple of Jesus Christ.

Goal #3: Proclaim the Christian faith as their own
Bring youth to the point in their faith journey that 
they feel ready to make a  public proclamation of 
their Christian faith and become full members of the 
church.

Goal #4: Prepare youth to live a life of discipleship
Groom youth for a lifetime of praying, worshipping, 
giving, serving, leading, and witnessing.

Confirmation Classes will meet Sunday mornings at 
9:45 and begin with an Orientation on Sept. 9 at 9:45 
in Room 106. You can sign up by contacting Youth 
Director Roger Beitzel at roger.beitzel@plainfieldumc.
com or emailing the church office at PUMC@
plainfieldumc.com. You may also call the church at 
815.436.9651 to register or with any questions.  

Help your child 
learn that they 
can make a 
difference in the 
world. All kids 
in kindergarten 
through fifth 

grade are invited to join us for WHAM! (We Have A 
Mission!) on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings 
each month from 6:30-7:30pm. This isn’t just “one 
more thing” on the calendar, but helps engage your 
child in hands-on mission activities that put their faith 
into action! Each month a new project is unveiled and 
kids are prepared and deployed on their mission. Our 
first gathering will be Sept. 18th at 6:30 in room 202. 
We’ll be having some “good, clean fun!” Don’t miss 
it! Contact Pastor Sherry with questions at sherry.
steele@plainfieldumc.com.
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Women’s Book Group
You are invited to join us this fall as we read and 
discuss great books together! Our September choice 
is “While We Were Watching Downton Abbey” by 
Wendy Wax. This book is a story of four new friends 
whose lives connect unexpectedly as they watch the 
hit show together. You don’t have to be a DA fan to 
enjoy the book! Join us for discussion on Thursday, 
September 19th at 7pm. Contact Pastor Sherry with 
questions.

Sunday School 
Needs Help
We still have a few spots to fill for teachers and 
helpers in our Sunday School programs!  Would you 
like to serve God by teaching and loving our children 
and youth?  Volunteers are given curriculum and 
are equipped for the job! Some people sign up to 
volunteer each week; most work in teams so that it is 
a two week/month commitment. Fall Sunday School 
begins Sept. 8th. Sunday School staff orientation will 
be Tuesday, Sept. 3rd, at 6:30pm. Contact Pastor 
Sherry at  sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com or 815-
436-9651 for more information. 

5 Reasons to Join Choir
1. You get reserved, prime seating at Christmas Eve 
and Easter Services
2. Go to the head of the line for communion
3. There are still parking places close by when we 
gather on Sunday morning
4. Show tunes! 
5. You can make lifelong friends in choir while you 
share in praising God
Our first rehearsal will be August 28 at 7pm.
Our first Sunday to sing is September 8 at 8:30 am. 
Come be a part of the coolest group in the church!

New Member Class
Interested in becoming more involved in this 
church community? Been a part of PUMC but 
never joined? 
Come on out for our gathering for new and interested 
members! WE will hold a Meet and Greet with the 
pastors on Sunday, Sept 15th at 12:30pm at Pastor 
Dick’s parsonage. We’ll have one follow-up class on 
Sunday Spet. 22 at 9:45am at the church. Join us to 
get connected and discover your place in our growing 
faith community! Please RSVP to the office at pumc@
plainfieldumc.com or 815-436-9651.

Adults
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New Adult Class
Have you ever longed for someone else’s life? Better 
to seek authenticity in your own life by showing up 
completely with honesty and courage. Do one small 
thing and jump into “The Authenticity Challenge,” where 
you will be invited to embrace authenticity in three key 
areas of your life: vocation (the What), relationships (the 
Who), and faith (the Why). Over the course of 21 days, 
you will be guided through seven daily challenges each 
week related to one of these areas. The group will be 
led by Pastor Sherry and will meet for three weeks on 
Sunday mornings, 9:50am to 10:45am, beginning Sept. 
8th, or on Mondays, starting Sept. 9th, from 11:30am-
1pm. Questions? Contact Pastor Sherry at sherry.
steele@plainfieldumc.com. Join us!

Garden Group
The Garden Group will have their fall brunch at the 
church on September 19th at 10 am!  We will take a 
very short “field trip” to visit the garden at the new 
parsonage!  Anyone who enjoys, or even thinks they 
might enjoy, gardening is invited! 
Please let Patty Habersberger if you would like to attend 
(dsh01@comcast.net or 630 885 9752).

With Deepest Sympathy
Douglas Daniels, son of Bev Daniels, passed away on 
Monday, August 12, 2019.
Expressions of sympathy can be sent to Bev Daniels, 
21100 Aspen Lane, Plainfield, IL 60544.
Please keep Bev and her family in your thoughts 
and prayers.

Prayer List
•Fern Angelos’ nephew and Cheryl Reichert’s brother, 
Ken Vallrugo

•Mary Boedeker
•Cherie Chan’s son, Alex; & her parents
•Louise Corey
•Jeff & Carolyn Dement’s sister/sister-in-law, Kay Schmidt
•Judy & Elmer Eddy’s friend, Manny Moseley & Jim Soosong
•Ali Glodoski’s friend, Mary Ann Rupp
•Ron & Margie Lee
•Maria Lyons
•Misty Martin
•Ms Cris Mitchell
•Mikki Sechen
•Craig Smith’s friend, Janck Gierguschends
•Bob & Rena Snyder’s friend, Patti O’Brien
•Annette Szobar’s friend, Ryan McGrail
•MickeySue Traver’s parents, Jack & Harriett Moore
•Those who are homeless, hungry, and cold.
•	Those	who	have	suffered	from	natural	disasters.	
•	Those	serving	in	the	military,	our	fire		fighters	and	
police	officers.

•	Victims	of	war,	violence,	and	oppression	around	
the	world.

•	Missionaries	&	aid	workers	around	the			World
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Greeters List
SEPTEMBER 01 - Jeff & Shannon Jarot
SEPTEMBER 08
8:30am - Rob & Amy Schick
11am - Marc & Nicole Miller
SEPTEMBER 15
8:30am - Eric & Heather Young
11am - Chrissy Santerelli
SEPTEMBER 22
8:30am - Jeff & Ericka Harrison
11am - Albert & Marnie Vidad
SEPTEMBER 29
Picnic - Judie Sharar & Sandy Krzywanos
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PUMC Outdoor Worship Service and Potluck Picnic
10AM on September 30 - Grande Park Pavilion-Grande Park Boulevard
On the last Sunday in September (9/29), PUMC will 
be hosting our annual outdoor worship service and 
potluck picnic at the pavilion in Grande Park. We 
hope it will be a beautiful fall day! The service will 
start at 10:00 AM with a potluck picnic to follow.

PLEASE NOTE: No services will be held at the 
church that morning, and there will be no 
Sunday School.

Schedule: 
9AM - 10AM Setup for volunteers (the more, the 
merrier) 
10AM - 11AM Worship Service 
11AM - 1:00 PM Picnic
1PM - 1:30PM Clean Up
Come for the worship service, and stay for as long 
as you like. About Grande Park - Grande Park is a 
fully-accessible site, with plenty of paved parking, 
including reserved handicapped spots with sidewalk 
ramps. Our worship service will be in the main 
pavilion adjacent to the parking lot, and is under a 
shaded canopy with picnic tables. There is electricity 
for microphones and speakers, so everyone will be 
able to hear.

Directions from PUMC to Grande Park -
South on Illinois Street to Lockport
West on Lockport (becomes Rt 126)
Turn Right on Ridge Rd. (2.5 miles)
Turn right on Grande Park Blvd (0.1  miles)
Turn Right to Pavillion

Need a ride? We have drivers! We have volunteers 
who will gladly pick you up at home! Simply call the 
church office no later than Wednesday, 9/25, to 
arrange your ride. Full childcare will be provided, and 
there will be fun activities for adults and children 
alike.

What to bring:
• Folding/lawn chairs (if desired - picnic tables offer 
seating in pavillion)
• Potluck item to share, such as: main dish, side dish, 
salad, fruit/veggies, or dessert
• Serving utensils and any needed condiments
• Soft drinks if desired (see what church will supply, 
below), but no alcohol please
• Yourself! If you can’t bring anything else, at least 
bring this!
The church will provide:
• Fried chicken/ hot dogs
• Iced tea, lemonade, water, and ice
• Paper plates, plastic utensils, plastic cups
• Napkins
• Serving tables
• Picnic/outdoor game equipment
It won’t rain, but in case it does...
In case of rain, a note will be posted on the PUMC 
website and Facebook page by 8:00am that Sunday 
morning. We will also send an email via Constant 
Contact. Those without a computer can call the 
church office that morning, or have a friend check 
and give you a call. In that case, we will simply move 
the service back to the church (race traffic should 
improve by later in the morning) and have an indoor 
potluck picnic instead. This is a wonderful chance 
for those who attend our two worship services at 
different times to get to know each other better. 
It will be a welcoming and fun event with games 
and shared activities for all ages!! Feel free to bring 
friends!



Plainfield UMC Staff
Cheryl Henbest 
Director of Administrative Ministries 
pumc@plainfieldumc.com

Karen Koziol, Bookkeeper 
accounting@plainfieldumc.com

Beth Best, Chancel Choir Director 
525beth@gmail.com

Karen Holstead, Children’s Choir 
kholstead@hotmail.com

Kelly Markwell, Bellissimo Choir Director 
bells@plainfieldumc.com

Megan Marconi, Worship Band Director 
mamarconi1029@gmail.com

Kathy Hermansen, Organist kathleen 
hermansen@comcast.net

Katherine Martinez, 
Communications Coordinator  
kathy.martinez@plainfieldumc.com

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Dick Wisdom, Senior Pastor

Rev. Sherry Steele,  
Minister of Faith Formation

Roger Beitzel, Youth Director

Worship Services (starting September 8)

8:30am Worship

9:45am Sunday School (all ages)

9:45am Confirmation

11am Worship

Plainfield United Methodist Church 
15114 S. Illinois Street 
Plainfield, IL 60544


