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The other night I was having a conversation with a group of

people and explained my reasoning behind my not using

the term stewardship anymore. Rather, I want us to use the

word Generosity. Theologically it is more specific to the

journey of a Christ follower. Stewardship is used by the

culture, broadly redefined in many cases, to mean

obligation, in subtle and not so subtle ways. Also, in the

church world, it is often interpreted as only being about

money. When you put money, church and obligation

together, it leaves a foul taste in the mouths of many,

including me.

 

There are 5 vows that a new member to United Methodism

commits to when they join the church. Those are a

commitment to participate in the ministry of Plainfield

UMC through their Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service and

Witness. It is my belief that we are not committing to being

obligated to participate in those areas because in effect it is

pushing us to be compliant through subtle but pervasive

coercion maybe with the best of intentions. There is almost

an implied, “or else” factor included. For example pray, be

at church, contribute money, give time, tell other about

Christianity, “or else” you are not a good Christian, or you

are not pleasing God, “or else” you are a disappointment to

God, “or else” you are not doing your fair share, and on and

on. I’m not sure about you but I suspect I’m not the only

one around here who does not respond well to coercion,

real or perceived.
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As I look at Scripture, I don’t see Jesus ever pushing

compliance through coercion; not at dinners, not

regarding the Temple dues, not in any of his

teachings. I believe his mantra was “Love one

another as I love you,” and “Generosity in all things.

I believe that to mean we are called to be generous

in our prayers, our presence at and in the church,

our offerings, our giving time and our willingness

to share how Jesus has impacted us. In particular,

the conversation we were having the other night

was around the church finances and giving. 

 

PUMC is a base camp for sharing the message of

the love of Jesus Christ. It operates the base camp

for outreach and mission through the contributions

of those who attend or who love this church. We

are averaging between 225 and 250 people in

attendance on Sundays. That used to be THE

metric that mattered. Today that number is an

indicator but does not tell the real story about life

in this faith community. The metric that many of

us use and trust is what I call the engagement

metric. It is comprised of the following: if everyone

who comes to church consistently over a 6-week

period were to come each Sunday, how many

people would that be? In our case, our active

congregation is between 450 and 500 people. That’s

how many we would have each Sunday in

attendance if everyone was here each Sunday for

services.

 



Now you know as well as I do that there is not one of us,

including me, that can be in church every single

Sunday. We have all forms of good and valid reasons

we need to be gone here and there. And some are

working every Sunday or are caregivers without an

option to be away, not to mention those who are home

bound.

 

All this above is to say that this is a healthy and vibrant

congregation. It truly is a Community of Faith! Almost

all of you reading this know that we have just

completed the purchase of the former Chase Bank and

a parking lot across the street from the bank. In fact, the

parking lot, which has a major issue with the drain in

the middle of it, is being repaired today as I write this.

Included in this purchase is the land directly adjacent to

the lot which is twice the size of the lot and includes a

remodeled home which is now the Sr. Pastor

parsonage. All this was purchased and paid for out of

PUMC’s 3-million-dollar endowment. The beauty of

this purchase is that effectively all the church has done

is take 1/3 of the endowment and moved it from stocks

and bonds to real estate which is still an investment.

This purchase has no impact on our monthly ministry

budget which I will talk about next. Part 2 of this Words

of Wisdom will be in the newsletter that comes out in a

few weeks. In that edition I will share with you lots of

information about the annual budget and the impact

that your giving has on people’s lives, in this church

and in the community. You won’t want to miss it.

 

As your Pastor, I want you to know several things:

Financial giving is part of your Christian walk

Your giving should not come from guilt, fear, or shaming

Jesus wants your giving to come from the generosity of

your heart, not obligation

Your giving should come as a response to the gift of

unconditional love that Jesus has for you, not from an

effort to earn. His love. You already have it!

Biblical giving is a tithe (10%) or working towards a tithe

through proportional giving

Giving should come from you talking to Jesus about it

Giving is about trust, trust in Jesus, and trust that you will

still be able to financially make it

Generosity changes your life spiritually and practically

You can’t miss the picture here of my rescue dog,

Shadow. If you are not familiar with Shadow

someone around you will be as I have shared a lot

about her. The picture of her represents to me “The

Risk of Following.” That dog has experienced some

terrible things in life. She doesn’t trust easily. It has

taken me a couple of years to earn the level of trust

she has in me. I love that dog; I want to protect her,

and I want her to know that she is loved.

 

Over the years I’ve realized that my trusting Jesus

hasn’t come automatically. I’ve spent most of my life

trying to earn his love, to be worthy of his love. I

know that you are worthy of his love, but I struggle

with issues of worthiness even after spending 10’s of

thousands of dollars in advanced theological

education. 

 

Trust only comes through relationship whether it’s

me and my dog or me and Jesus. My financial giving

is dependent on my relationship with Jesus. Following

him is a risk for me because following him is His

invitation to me. What if he figures out the real me, or

what if I disappoint Him, again? Is He going to still

love me? If I financially give to Him through the

church, will I be able to pay my bills and keep afloat?

It’s all a risk. If Jesus threatened me or guilted me into

giving, maybe it would be easier. Then I could

distance myself and be less vulnerable and have more

control. That’s precisely why He doesn’t force us to

do anything because if he did it wouldn't be a

relationship, there would be no trust. No trust means

no vulnerability. No vulnerability means no real

relationship.

 

My life is changed by my financial giving even

though I still sometimes worry about covering all our

family obligations. But I trust Jesus. He hasn’t bailed

on me or walked away from me, no matter what. I

don’t understand it, but I believe it. And I make it

through my obligations every month. What I love

most about risking is how it has changed me. I hope

that Shadow feels the same way!

 

God Bless you in your journey!



A Mission Moment
Did you know that our church participates in a

connected network of missional giving around the

world? The United Methodist church is connectional.

That means that we share a small portion of our gifts

with the ministry of the denomination, both

regionally and globally. The “apportionments” work

on our behalf in ministries that support clergy and lay

leaders, education, peace and justice, youth ministry,

interfaith dialogue and ecumenical partnerships.

We also support Africa University, Historically Black

Colleges, United Methodist students and seminaries,

as well as the general agencies that support and

resource local congregations. This is not a tax, but is

your money maximized to make a substantial impact

for Jesus Christ. We work together to accomplish what

could never be done on our own. So as you give, know

that while the majority of each dollar goes directly

into the ministry of PUMC, you are also generously

supporting God’s work in every place we can, through

all the ways we can. Thanks be to God!

OCTOBER 
 
8:30am

10/6 Caryn Ferris
10/13 Schick Family
10/20 Young Family
10/27 Lolly Adolfson

11:00 am
10/6 Chrissy Santerilli
10/13 Bev Daniels
10/20 Judie Sharar
10/27 Jeff & Shannon Jarot

Prayer List
From September 2019

Mary Boedeker
Cherie Chan’s son,
Alex; & her parents
Louise Corey
Jeff & Carolyn
Dement’s sister/sister-
in-law, Kay Schmidt
Judy & Elmer Eddy’s
friends, Manny
Moseley & Jim Soosong
Carole Holloway
Emily Krob
Patty Habersberger’s
friend, Joanne Matzke
Ron & Margie Lee and
their daughter,Lynnette
Baez
Lenning Family’s
grandmother/great
grandmother, Leila
Lenning

Maria Lyons
Misty Martin
Meyer Family’s friend,
Thersa Gulich
Bob & Rena Snyder’s
friend, Patti O’Brien
Annette Szobar’s
friend, Ryan McGrail
MickeySue Traver’s
parents, Jack & Harriett
Moore
Lonny Bodie
Marnie Vidad’s family,
the Alegria & Ramos
Families
Ali Glodoski’s friend,
Mary Ann Rupp
Mikki Sechen

 
Those affected by
Hurricane Dorian



Do you want to be a part of ending hunger? Lace up those
shoes!  It’s time again for the annual CROP Hunger Walk on
Sunday, October 27th. The walk (short and longer loops) will
kick off at Hope UMC on Caton Farm Rd. at 1:30pm. Join our
Plainfield UMC team as we walk in solidarity with our neighbors
in need of food, water, and basic medical care.  Funds raised
from the CROP Hunger Walk will go to feed, heal, and empower
people around the globe and in our own local community. They
also directly benefit our RUCP food pantry.
 
Join our team today at crophungerwalk.org/jolietil and invite your
friends and family to support your goal.  And then on the big
day, load up the kids and family (strollers welcome!), even the
dog, and join as we walk together to end hunger!

Come lend a hand! PUMC will
serve at the Ridgewood United
Community Food Pantry on
TWO Wednesdays this month,
October 23rd and 30th. Join us
for the day and feel GOOD!
We meet at the pantry (310
Fairbanks St., Joliet) at 11:30am
and serve until 3pm. If you’d
like to join us, contact Pastor
Sherry at
sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com.

“Fear of the Other” — There is a distinctively Christian way
to engage the so-called “outsider” and “stranger.” Tolerate
one another. Wait. Isn’t that supposed to be love one
another? It’s one thing to genuinely love people who are
more or less the same as we are, but what about those who
are not only strangers, but people who live completely
different lives? In this class, you will be invited to look more
closely at the Gospel’s command to love—because to
genuinely love those considered to be “Other” may be the
hardest thing for people of faith to do. Groups will meet on
Sunday mornings, 9:50am to 10:45am, beginning Oct. 6
through Oct. 27 or Monday lunch, 11:30am-1:00pm,
beginning Oct. 7 through Oct. 28. Questions? Contact Pastor
Sherry at sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com.

New Adult Class

Food Panty Crop Hunger Walk



A prayer shawl is a wearable hug

crafted with love and prayers by its

maker for anyone needing a

reminder that people care. It can

be worn as a shawl, folded for a

lap robe, placed on the back of

one’s chair to lean on, used as a

small blanket, or put in view of the

recipient. The shawl can be

crocheted or knitted.

 
Did you know that anyone can take

advantage of the prayer shawl

ministry?

 
If you crochet or knit, you can join

us making prayer shawls in the

comfort of your own home. Better

yet, you can visit us once a month

(usually the second Monday of the

month at 9:30 AM) in Parks

Fellowship Hall during the school

season. For October, we are

meeting October 7 due to the

Columbus Day weekend. Please

watch the monthly newsletter and

weekly announcement sheet for

changes in dates due to future

holidays.

 
Anyone can request a prayer shawl

for themselves or for others who

need comfort in a difficult time or

for celebration with a happy event

by contacting the church office or

pastors. The prayer shawl reminds

those who receive it of God’s love,

promises and support, as well as

care and concern sent from our

group. Many of us throughout the

past 20+ years have been making

prayer shawls after being

introduced to the program at a

women’s retreat. We would love to

have anyone who is a beginner or

anyone who has been crocheting/

knitting awhile to join us. If you

have any questions Contact Debbie

Obrecht at

(815) 436-5369.

Adults — Are you ready to deepen your understanding of
scripture and answer God’s call to a faithful life in Jesus? Have
you been waiting for that one great bible study to come along so
you can explore, ask questions, and seek to connect God’s Word
to your daily life? Now’s the time! Pastor Sherry will be leading
this 8-week Bible encounter this October-November. Come and
take a fresh look at a timeless promise. E-mail
sherry.steele@plainfieldumc to register. An email poll will be sent
out to interested participants to determine meeting day and time.
Questions? Just ask Pastor Sherry.

NEW Covenant Bible Study

What is a  Prayer Shawl?

Love to read but can’t remember the last
time you dug into a great book? You are
invited to join us this fall as we read and
discuss great books together! Our October
pick is The Night Tiger by Yangze Choo.
Join us for discussion on Thursday,
October 17th at 7pm. Contact Pastor Sherry
with questions.

Women's 
Book Group

On Saturday, September 14, 2019 our green team
attended Faith in Places' Annual Green Summit
at The Field Museum in Chicago. Attendees were
welcomed to engage, educate and collaborate in
ways that can lead to a greener future for all. One
of the highlights was learning to "Reduce &
Recycle Religiously"! We were also treated to a
welcoming speech by Cook County
President Toni Preckwinkle and Senator Tammy
Duckworth! The exciting day culminated in Green
Team Awards, and we were nominated because of
our work and efforts in hosting the Annual Really
Really Free Market and Plainfield UMC Green
Team received a Green Team Summit Honorable
Mention Award for continuing to be an
Outstanding Green Team!

Rooted and Growing



All Youth in grades 6, 7 & 8 are invited to come to Dickson Valley for
our Annual Fall Retreat! Everyone will have the chance to have fun
and grow deeper in their faith. We’re planning some special activities
just for the 8th Graders to help them along on their Confirmation
Journey! Cost is $50 for Confirmation students, and $125 for all
others. This cost covers meals and lodging for the weekend. Sign up
by contacting Youth Director Roger Beitzel at
roger.beitzel@plainfieldumc.com or 630.338.2692 you can also contact 
Youth Coordinator MickeySue Traver at mickeysu.t@hotmail.com or
815.585.0889.

Mission Trip Fundraising
Dinner+2020 Mission Trip

Location Reveal 
 

“It’s a Mexican Fiesta!”
5:30-7:30 p.m.

 
Questions? Wanna sign up?

Reach out to Youth Director
Roger Beitzel at 

roger. beitzel@plainfieldumc.com
or 630.338.2692. You can also

contact Youth Coordinator
MickeySue

Traver mickeysu.t@hotmail.com
or 815.585.0889.Help your child learn that they can make a difference in the

world. All kids in kindergarten through fifth grade are invited
to join us for WHAM! (We Have A Mission!) on October 2nd
from 6:30-7:30pm in room 202 to receive our mission
objective. We will then participate in the Crop Walk on
Sunday, October 27th at 1:30pm. It will step off from Hope
UMC in Joliet (off of Caton Farm Rd.). Don't miss it! [Note:
Due to the crop walk, we will NOT meet at the church on Oct.
16th.] Contact Pastor Sherry with questions at
sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com.

“Finding the Quiet”
JR High Fall Retreat Oct. 11-13

Save the Date
Wednesday November 6, 2019

Your Child has a Mission

Join us on the side lawn at 4:00 p.m. for outdoor family fun,

including hay rides, yard games, face painting 

and a caramel apple and s’mores dessert bar! At 5:00 p.m. we will

gather in Fellowship Hall for a delicious home-made chili, baked

potato, and hot dog supper. We’ll have fall activities for everyone to

enjoy! Activities will move inside if the weather does not cooperate.

Fall Festival



OCTOBER 
 
10-02-2019

6pm          Childrens Choir (Choir Room)
6:30pm     MEM Group (PFH)
6:30pm     WHAM! (202)
6:30pm     Worship Band (Sanctuary)
7pm           Chancel Choir (Choir Room)
 

10-03-2019
6:30pm     Kids Book Club (106)
 

10-05-2019
8:30am     Bellissimo Practice (Balcony)
 

10-06-2019
8:30am      Worship
9:45am      New Member Class (Choir Room)
9:45am      Sunday School/ Confirmation
11am          Worship
12:30pm    Fun Men's Group (Off-Site)
6:30pm      Youth Group (206, 207)
 

10-07-2019
9:30am      Prayer Shawl Knitting (PFH)
11:30am     Lunch Bunch (C/L)
6:30pm      Staff Parish (C/L)
 

10-08-2019
6pm           Small Group Team (C/L)
6:30pm      YMAP (206, 207)
 

10-09-2019
6pm          Pie Auction Meeting (C/L) 
6:30pm     Worship Band (Sanctuary)
7pm           Chancel Choir (Choir Room)
 

10-10-2019
7pm           Trustee Meeting (C/L)
 

10-11-2019
4:30pm     Confirmation Retreat
 

10-12-2019
Confirmation Jr High Retreat 
8:30am     Bellissimo Practice (Balcony)
 

10-13-2019
8:30am      Worship
9:45am      New Member Class (JBFH)
9:45am      Sunday School
11am          Worship
11am          Confirmation Retreat Returns

 
10-15-2019

6:3pm     Generosity (C/L)

 
10-16-2019

8:15am      Men's Breakfast Group (Off-Site)
6pm          Children's Choir (Choir Room)
6:30pm     MEM Group (PFH)
6:30pm     WHAM! (202)
6:30pm     Worship Band (Sanctuary)
7pm           Chancel Choir (Choir Room)

 
10-17-2019

7pm           Planned Giving (106)
7pm           Women's Book Club (C/L)
 

10-18-2019
11:30am     Widows Group (Off-Site)
 

10-19-2019
8:30am       Bellissimo Practice (Balcony)
 

10-20-2019
8:30am     Worship
9:45am      Sunday School/ Confirmation
11am         Worship
4pm          Fall Festival (JBFH)
6:30pm     Youth Group (206, 207)
 

10-21-2019
11:30am     Lunch Bunch (C/L)
6:30pm      Education (C/L)
 

10-22-2019
6:30pm       Safety & Security (C/L)
 

10-23-2019
11:30am     Trinity Food Pantry (Off-Site)
6:30pm     Worship Band (Sanctuary)
7pm           Chancel Choir (Choir Room)
 

10-22-2019
6pm           Restaurant Samplers (Off-Site)
 

10-26-2019
8:30am       Bellissimo Practice (Balcony)
 

10-27-2019
8:30am     Worship
9:45am      Sunday School/ Confirmation
11am         Worship
11am         Bible Sunday
1pm          Crop Walk (Joilet, HOPE UMC)
 

10-28-2019
11:30am     Lunch Bunch (C/L)
6:30pm      Ad Council (205)
 

10-30-2019
6:30pm     Youth Leaders (C/L)
6:30pm     Worship Band (Sanctuary)
7pm           Chancel Choir (Choir Room)



Plainfield United Methodist Church

15114 S, Illinois Street

PLainfield, IL 60544

Cheryl Henbest

Director of Administrative Ministries

pumc@plainfieldumc.com

Karen Koziol, Bookkeeper

accounting@plainfieldumc.com

Beth Best, Chancel Choir Director

525beth@gmail.com

Karen Holstead, Children’s Choir

kholstead@hotmail.com

Kely Markwell, Bellissimo Choir Director

bells@plainfieldumc.com

Megan Marconi, Worship Band Director

mamarconi1029@gmail.com

Kathy Hermansen, Organist kathleen

hermansen@comcast.net

Katherine Martinez,

Communications Coordinator

kathy.martinez@plainfieldumc.com

Plainfield UMC Staff
Rev. Dick Wisdom, Senior Pastor

Rev. Sherry Steele, Minister of Faith Formation

Roger Beitzel, Youth Director

Pastoral Staff

8:30am Worship

9:45am Sunday School (all ages)

9:45am Confirmation

11am Worship

Worship Services


