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Words of Wisdom
“The R isk of Fol lowing” – Part Two

In last month’s Words of Wisdom, I
shared with you the reasons
Financial Generosity, in particular, are
so important to yours, and my,
journey of faith. 

When Pastor Sherry or I get called out
in any form Cheryl fills in right behind
us. The balance of our Staff is
comprised of Roger, our youth
director, Kathy, our communications
guru, Suzy, our worker bee, Kathy
Hermanson, Beth Best, Megan
Marconi, Kelly Markwell and Karyn
Holstead in music, and Jennifer
Garcia as Facilities coordinator as
well as Christina, custodian, Karen our
bookkeeper, and a host of additional
volunteers. The shocking fact in this
church is that only 2 of us are full-
time. Everyone else is less than full
time. Contrast that with some
churches with

PUMC has attendance each Sunday
of approximately 210 people, which
ends up being effectively ½ of our
active congregation. In other words,
if everyone who attends

There is nothing
easy about
following Jesus,
but then you tell
me, what is it in
your life that
matters to you
that has been
easy? What
matters most, at
this church, our
MISSION, is helping
 people, young, old, and in between, to
know the love of Jesus Christ in
ways that changes their lives! This
MISSION requires prayer,
commitment, and dollars. A friend of
mine puts it this way, “What is your
business? And, How’s business?” In
other words, are we making an
impact, making a difference? My
answer would be an emphatic, YES!
The following examples would back
me up. So far in 2019 we’ve had 146
visitors who have actually signed in
telling us they are visiting. 39 of
those visitors have consistently
come back and have indicated an
interest in knowing more about
PUMC and possibly joining. Our
attendance has grown from 188 in
2018 to 210 so far in 2019. That
moves us up 10 positions to the
22nd largest church in Northern
Illinois Conference right next to
Geneva UMC.

consistently every
month were to attend
every Sunday, we
would have 400-450 in
attendance every
week. We know that is
not possible for
everyone because
many folks work on
Sundays or travel to
check on parents ,etc. 
This also means
though, that currently

your pastors provide pastoral care to
between 400 and 450 people. Your
Pastors share an on-call system that
covers this church 24 hours a day,
365 days a year. We are called into
crisis situations that may be medical,
or families in crisis in their homes, as
well as spiritual counseling, hospital
visits, or just being present in times
of serious need. We are often called
out in the middle of the night. There
is a great deal of this kind of ministry
that happens in this church that you
will never hear about until you are the
one who needs it. As pastoral care is
a critical ministry of PUMC, Pastor
Sherry and I are only able to do it
backed up by an extremely gifted
and dedicated staff led by Cheryl
Henbest, the church’s Director of
Administrative Ministries. Cheryl’s
organizational abilities, judgement,
experience and confidentiality are
absolutely invaluable to this Church
and these Pastors.

similar attendance numbers that have at
least twice the full-time and part time
staff. This church is run very tightly,
perhaps too tightly at times. Beyond
caring for our own people, Plainfield UMC
co-leads the Big Serve in town which has
grown to over 700 volunteers from
numerous churches in the area impacting
well over 1000 residents in many ways.
Ministry with and for Children and youth
are a core value of this church. We are
known for a high energy, substantive
content and excellently executed
Vacation Bible School every year that
reaches out to as many as 200 children
and parents.

"Ministry with and
for children and
youth are a core
value of this church."

"our MISSION, is
helping people,
young, old, and in
between, to know
the love of Jesus
Christ in ways that
change their lives"



Through your generosity, we have a
Good Samaritan Fund which helps
people in the worst of
circumstances. This year we’ve
helped over 60 adults and children in
dire circumstances of one sort

"Plainfield United
Methodist Church
is a base-camp, a
jump off place, for
following Jesus
Christ by tangibly
sharing with others
the incarnate love
of Jesus."

"lives are being
impacted, lives are being
changed in this church,
in this community
because of the existence
and presence of
Plainfield United
Methodist Church."

or another
with food,
meal kits,
toiletries,
utility bill
payments, 
gift cards, or
overnight
stays at a
motel. Also,
we are a major
supporter and
participant in

that list all those things. The main
takeaway here is that lives are being
impacted, lives are being changed in
this church, in this community
because of the existence and
presence of Plainfield United
Methodist Church. The Ministry
Expenses of the church year ending
2018 was roughly $543,000, which
does not include our mortgage on
the main building which is paid out of
the interest income from our
endowments. As a former District
Superintendent, I’ve literally been in
hundreds of United Methodist
churches. What I can tell you about
PUMC is that it is alive, vibrant and
healthy comparatively. 
 
Ninety per cent (90%) of PUMC’s
ministry budget goes to Trustees
area (the building, grounds,
maintenance, insurance etc.) and
Staff Parish Relations (Personnel
costs for 2 full-time clergy and the
part time staff). 

It’s an indication of your relationship
and trust in God’s promises. Many
people are not at a 10% tithe but are
working toward one. Imagine how our
church could grow with some
additional funding in those areas! 

the Trinity Food Pantry which has
helped over 300 families this year
alone.There are so many other
examples of impacting the lives of
adults and children in this church that
there is no space here to list them all.
Plainfield United Methodist Church is a
base-camp, a jump off place, for
following Jesus Christ by tangibly
sharing with others the incarnate love
of Jesus. YOU are a part of that. YOU
are a part of making a difference in
your life and the lives of others! Many,
if not most of YOU are already
committed to this holy work. I would
like to ask you to recommit to this
path with me through your prayers,
your presence, your service, your
witness and in particular your financial
gifts!
 
Please join me in increasing your
monetary investment in this church’s
ministry. Imagine what we can do, who
we can reach with a few more dollars
invested in our outreach area, or in a ½
support position. God has richly
blessed this church. I will be the first
to tell you there is nothing easy about
ministry today. But it still matters
more than anything I can think of in
life. Cheryl and I tithe. Our contribution
to this church in 2019 will end up at
$9,600 plus the amount Cheryl gives
to the church she regularly attends in
Texas. It is not easy for us, two
households and all. And, truth be told,
it scares me as the future screams
towards me. But I cannot ask you to
increase your investment in Jesus
Christ through this church if I am not
doing it as well.I do not expect you to
commit to the same dollars that we
do. How much you invest is between
you and God. 

The building and all functional
systems are maintained and up to
date. In fact, Trustees are already
proactively thinking about when we
will need to replace the roof and the
cooling systems, rather than
reactively waiting for a crisis to
hit. So,overall, the reality is that in
the ministry budget only 10% or less
of the entire expense is for
administration, programming and
outreach costs.Ninety per cent
(90%) of PUMC’s ministry budget
goes to Trustees area (the building,
grounds, maintenance, insurance
etc.) and Staff Parish Relations
(Personnel costs for 2 full-time
clergy and the part time staff). 
 
They are increasing the percentage
of what they commit to give each
year. I know that you folks are
incredibly generous and caring. I
know that you give to many causes
and I admire that. I’m asking that you
increase your investment in PUMC
because it is more than a cause. It is
a relationship with the God who
called you by name before you were
born. No pressure Friends! Jesus
does not do compliance through
coercion. I’m just asking for us to
journey together, investing together
to make a bigger difference through
this Church. Thanks for being on this
journey with me! 
 
Godspeed,
 

Dick Wisdom

If you are still
reading this, you
believe in the
impact of PUMC
and have a
passion for what
we do together!
Let me sum it all
up. We hope to
publish right after
the new year a
brochure like an
annual report 

This is not unusual
as a percentage.
Many churches
reach into the low
90’s as a
percentage of
ministry budget.
Another fact is
that many if not
most other
churches have
deferred
maintenance
issues. Plainfield
UMC does not. 



NOVEMBER

8:30am

11/03

11/10  Nelson Jimenez 

11/17  Armstrong Family

11/24  Nelson Jimenez 

 

11:00 am

11/03  Tony & Marcy Carrozza

11/10  Bev Daniels

11/17  Strange Family 

11/24  Pondelicek Family

Prayer List
From October 2019

Upcoming Activities
Soup Exchange & Yoga: November 6, 6:30-7:30pm 

Join us for a soup exchange and some relaxing Yoga! Try some tasty new soups as the chilly weather moves in and

enjoy some relaxing yoga to close out the evening. For those participating  bring 4 quart-sized bags/ lidded

Tupperware/ lidded glass jars of soup to exchange. Label your quart containers with the type of soup and your name

(ex. Garlic chicken and vegetable soup, made with love by Sharla Brender). Please try to let us know what type of soup

you’ll be bringing, the ingredients/recipe, and if it will be arriving frozen.

Sock Exchange & Hot Cocoa Bar: December 4,  6:30-7:30pm 

Details to come

Annual Cookie Exchange: December 8,  3 – 5pm Friendship Hall

Details to come

Fern Angelos’ friend, Tom

Hunckler

Boberg Family’s aunt, Ruth

Crouch

Lonny Bodie

Mary Boedeker

Marie Brown’s friend’s son, Neil

Hernandez and family

Cherie Chan’s son, Alex; & her

parents

Louise Corey

Jeff & Carolyn Dement’s

sister/sister-in-law, Kay

Schmidt

Jennifer Garcia’s friend, Destiny

Ali  Glodoski’s friend, Mary Ann

Rupp

Patty Habersberger’s friend,

Joanne Matzke

Emily Krob and sister, Leigha

Haywood

Ron & Margie Lee and their

daughter, Lynnette Baez

Lenning Family’s

grandmother/greatgrand

mother, Leila Lenning

Maria Lyons

Carolyn Martens’ neighbor,

Judie Renz

Misty Martin

Jennie Patkowa & Family

Mikki Sechen and her son Dr.

Mike Pawlik

Annette Szobar’s friend,

Ryan McGrail

MickeySue Traver’s parents,

Jack & Harriett Moore

Vidad family

Beckie Winkels



An Advent
Evening for
Women
Tuesday December 3, 7:00 to

8:30pm we'll take a new look at a

familiar story! Advent is a four week

season that invites us to prepare for

Christ’s coming so that we will not

miss life’s greatest gift. This evening

we will focus our hearts and our

minds on God’s extravagant gift of

Love revealed in the birth of Jesus.

There is no cost for this evening, but

you need to register by Nov. 24 so

that we have supplies for everyone.

Registration will be held after both

Worship Services on Sunday,

November 10 and 24. If any

questions call or text Becky Potter

815-351-1759.

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 If you crochet or knit, or would like to learn, come join us once a month

upstairs in the Parks Friendship Hall. We meet the first Monday of the

month. Our next meetings are November 4 and December 2 at 9:30 AM.

In November we will begin a new option for those who wish a smaller

reminder of care and support. We will have available prayer pocket

squares, a 5” knitted or crocheted square that someone can keep with

them in their pocket, purse, etc. during difficult moments or challenging

times. Anyone can request a prayer shawl/pocket square for themselves

or for others who need comfort in a difficult time or for celebrating a

happy event by contacting the church office or pastors. The prayer

shawl/pocket square, has been prayed over by members of the group.

This reminds those who receive it of God’s love, promises and support,

as well as care and concern sent from our group. Don’t know how to

crochet or knit? We can help you begin a project. In fact, we all learn

something new from our members in our meetings. Different ideas are

shared. Don’t have the time to make a prayer shawl? A prayer pocket

might work better. Don’t have the opportunity to cover the cost of the

prayer shawl? It takes almost three skeins of yarn to make a prayer

shawl, and yarn is getting expensive. We have had yarn donated. The

prayer pocket squares don’t require as much yarn, I’m sure we can find

financial support if you're interested. Feel free to stay as long as you like

up to 11:30 AM. It’s much appreciated when prayer shawls/pocket

squares are made in the comfort of your own home, too. Questions?

Contact Debbie Obrecht at (815) 436-5369.

Christmas Cantata
The Chancel Choir is hard at work on our Christmas cantata.  The

highlight is "Christmas Cantata" by Daniel Pinkham, featuring a brass

choir and organ.  We have additional pieces by Mendelssohn, John Ness

Beck, and other wonderful composers.  If you want to join in singing,

there's still time to come to Wednesday night rehearsals, 7:00-7:40 pm

in the choir room.  The Cantata will be presented on Sunday, December 8

at both services.



In addition to the

Apportionment's that the

church gives to support the

United Methodist connection,

churches can also become a

Rainbow Covenant

Congregation. These

congregations pay their

apportionment's in full and

then decide to go a step

further by funding at least one

ministry area or organization

(called an “Advance”) in each

color band of the rainbow.

There are six bands:

International Advance Projects,

Emergency Relief Projects, US-

Based Advances, Northern

Illinois Conference Advances,

NIC District Advances, and

Missionary Support. The

specific Advances we choose

to support are chosen by the

PUMC Mission Team. Seeking

to become a Rainbow Covenant

Congregation ensures that we

are giving generously to a

variety of mission

opportunities both locally and

around the world. Your

generous giving to the church,

combined with giving from

churches across the UM

connection, supports the

cause of Christ. We are a part

of furthering God’s kingdom

here on earth! Over the next

several months, we will

highlight a specific project

under the different rainbow

bands so you can see how

PUMC is a part of this exciting

ministry!

NEW Adult Class
"Real Life Prayer Practice" creates a new experience with God by

learning to listen. This class will offer help to those new to prayer,

those with a daily prayer routine, and those whose lives seem too

busy to pray. With a focus on listening prayer and prayer as a two-way

conversation, the experience will assist you in building and deepening

a personal prayer practice. Classes will be held Sunday mornings,

9:50am to 10:45am, beginning Nov. 3 through Nov. 24. A second

group will meet on Monday's, 11:30am to 1:00pm, Nov. 4 through

Nov. 25. No book is required. Questions? Contact Pastor Sherry at

sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com.

Bible Study
Wednesday evening Bible Study will begin their study of Adam

Hamilton's book "Why? Making Sense of God's Will"on November 6,

starting at 6:30pm in the conference room. If you would like to join

us, please let the office know so we can order enough books.

Women's

Book Group
All are welcome! This month

we invite you to read Evicted:

Poverty and Profit in the

American City by Matthew

Desmond and then join us for

discussion on Thursday,

November 21st at 7pm.

Contact Pastor Sherry 

with questions.



Your Child
has a Mission
Help your child learn that they can

make a difference in the world. 

All kids in kindergarten through

fifth grade are invited to join us

for WHAM! (We Have A Mission!)

on November 6th from 6:30-

7:30pm in room 202 to receive

our mission objective. We will

then serve lunch and hand out

food at Ridgewood United

Community Pantry on Wednesday,

November 27th at 11:30am. This

is a tremendous way to celebrate

the Thanksgiving holiday! [Note:

Due to our mission outing, we will

NOT meet at the church on Nov.

20] Contact Pastor Sherry with

questions at

sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com.

Mission Trip Fundraiser Dinner
Join us for a “First Wednesday Dinner” to help support our 2020 Youth Mission Trip.

The theme for the evening is “Mexican Fiesta.” During the dinner we will announce our

2020 mission trip location! Youth and their families will provide the food-church

members bring their appetites and donations! We need youth and their families to sign

up to provide food and help with set up and clean up on Wed. Nov. 6. To volunteer or

help in other ways please contact Youth Director Roger Beitzel at

roger.beitzel@plainfieldumc.com, 630.338.2692 or Youth Coordinator MickeySue

Traver at mickeysu.t@hotmail.com, 815.585.0889

Shop the Stores You Love &

Help Support Our Youth!
Buy Gift Cards from the PUMC Youth Scrip Program!

 

Did you know the PUMC Youth Program earns several hundred dollars

every year simply from you buying the same things you normally buy? You

pay retail price for gift cards you buy through Scrip and you receive

the full purchasing power of what you pay! That’s because PUMC Youth

Ministries buys the cards at a discounted rate and receives the

difference as income. The cards never expire! You can order cards

anytime with a paper form. Beginning Nov. 10, we will be ordering cards

every week, just in time for the holidays. Typically, orders are placed the

third week of the month to be delivered on the fourth Sunday of the

month. You can also shop directly from home! Just follow these steps:

 

 Go to:

plainfieldumc.com/scrip-fundraising or shopwithscrip.com/Login/Enroll

Use this enrollment code: 29LF883417L96

Once you have your online account, order cards by the end of the day

on the third Sunday.

Pay for and pick up your cards at church on the fourth Sunday.

 

Questions? Please contact Youth Director Roger Beitzel:

roger.beitzel@plainfieldumc.com 815.436.9651.



November 
 

11-01-2019
6:30pm The Believers (Off-Site)

 

11-02-2019
8:30am Bellissimo Practice (Balcony)

 

11-03-2019
8:30am Worship

9:45am Sunday School/ Confirmation

11:00am Worship

12:30pm Fun Men's Group (Off-Site)

6:30pm Youth Group (206, 207)

 

11-04-2019
9:30am Prayer Shawl Knitting (PFH)

11:30am Lunch Bunch (C/L)

 

11-05-2019
9:30am Historical (201)

6:30pm Travel Team (C/L)

 

11-06-2019
11:30am Covenant Bible Study (C/L) 

5:30pm Mission Trip Fundraiser Dinner

6:00pm Children's Choir (Choir Room)

6:30pm Wednesday Evening Bible Study (C/L)

6:30pm MEM Group (PFH)

6:30pm WHAM! (202)

6:30pm Worship Band (Sanctuary)

7:00pm Chancel Choir (Choir Room)

 

11-07-2019
6:30pm Kids Book Club (106)

 

11-09-2019
8:30am Bellissimo Practice (Balcony)

 

11-10-2019
8:30am Worship

9:45am Sunday School/ Confirmation

11:00am Worship

 

11-11-2019
11:30am Lunch Bunch (C/L)

 

11-12-2019
6:30pm YMAP (206/207)

7:00pm Membership & Outreach (C/L)

 

11-13-2019
11:30am Covenant Bible Study (C/L)

6:30pm Worship Band (Sanctuary)

7:00pm Chancel Choir (Choir Room)

 

11-14-2019
7:00pm Trustees Meeting (C/L)

 
11-15-2019

11:30am Widows Group (Off-Site)

 

11-16-2019
8:30am Bellissimo Practice (Balcony)

 

11-17-2019
8:30am Worship

9:45am Sunday School/ Confirmation

11:00am Worship

6:30pm Youth Group (206, 207)

 

11-18-2019
11:30am Lunch Bunch (C/L)

6:30pm Education (C/L)

 

11-19-2019
6:30pm Generosity (C/L)

 

11-20-2019
8:15am Men's Breakfast Group (Off-Site)

11:30am Covenant Bible Study (C/L)

6:30pm Youth Leaders (C/L)

6:30pm Worship Band (Sanctuary)

7:00pm Chancel Choir (Choir Room)

 

11-21-2019
7:00pm Women's Book Group (C/L)

 

11-23-2019
8:30am Bellissimo Practice (Balcony)

 

11-24-2019
8:30am Worship

9:45am Sunday School/ Confirmation

11:00am Worship

5:00pm Pie Auction (JBFH)

 

11-25-2019
11:30am Lunch Bunch (C/L)

 

11-26-2019
6:30pm Staff Parish (C/L)

7:00pm All Church Conference (Sanctuary) 

 

11-27-2019
11:30am Trinity Food Pantry (Off-Site)

11:30am Covenant Bible Study (C/L)

11:30am WHAM! (Off-Site)

7:00pm Youth Leaders (C/L)

 

11-28-2019
THANKSGIVING

 

11-30-2019
8:30am Bellissimo Practice (Balcony)



Plainfield United Methodist Church

15114 S, Illinois Street

PLainfield, IL 60544

Plainfield UMC Staff
Cheryl Henbest

Director of Administrative Ministries

pumc@plainfieldumc.com

Karen Koziol, Bookkeeper

accounting@plainfieldumc.com

Beth Best, Chancel Choir Director

525beth@gmail.com

Karen Holstead, Children’s Choir

kholstead@hotmail.com

Kely Markwell, Bellissimo Choir Director

bells@plainfieldumc.com

Megan Marconi, Worship Band Director

mamarconi1029@gmail.com

Kathy Hermansen, Organist kathleen

hermansen@comcast.net

Katherine Martinez,

Communications Coordinator

kathy.martinez@plainfieldumc.com

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Dick Wisdom, Senior Pastor

Dick.Wisdom@Plainfieldumc.com

Rev. Sherry Steele, Minister of Faith Formation

sherry.steele@Plainfieldumc.com

Roger Beitzel, Youth Director

Roger.Beitzel@Plainfieldumc.com

Worship Services
8:30am Worship

9:45am Sunday School (all ages)

9:45am Confirmation

11:00am Worship


